TUNSTALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 

For  the  Year  ending  December.  1898, 


To  the  Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Seventh  Annual 
Report.  I  regret  that,  owing  to  causes  hereafter  com¬ 
mented  upon,  I  am  unable  to  present  quite  as  favourable  a 
report  as  might  be  desired. 

POPULATION. 

As  stated  in  my  last  annual  Report,  the  population  of 
Tunstall,  according  to  the  census  of  1891,  numbered 
15,730  ;  calculating  the  rate  of  increase  to  be  in  the  same 
ratio  as  in  the  ten  years  1881-91,  the  population  in  the 
middle  of  1898  should  amount  to  16,807 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  area  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  so  that  the  average  of  20  persons  per  acre,  quoted  in 
the  preceding  report,  represents  pretty  nearly  the  density 
of  population. 

BIRTHS. 

701  Births  have  been  registered  during  the  year.  Of 
these  224  are  male  births,  and  206  female  births,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  increase  of  41*7  per  1000  living. 
Compared  with  the  year  1897,  the  number  of  births  is 
larger  by  36  and  the  rate  of  increase  r8  per  1000  in  excess. 
In  addition,  I  find  that  the  births  of  44  still-born  children 
have  been  notified  to  the  Registrar  at  the  Cemetery. 

The  largest  monthly  registration  of  births  occurred  in 
August,  when  70  births  were  registered. 
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DEATHS. 

430  Deaths  from  all  causes  have  been  registered  during 
the  year.  Of  these  224  are  males  and  206  females,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  2 5 *5  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  population. 

I  regret  that  these  figures  compare  rather  unfavourably 
with  those  recorded  for  the  preceding  year,  as  they  shew 
an  increase  of  81  in  the  total  and  4*5  per  1000  in  the  rate. 

The  rates  for  the  preceding  five  years  were  as  follows: — 

1897  ...  ...  20-95 

1 896  ...  . .  21 

1895  ...  ...  26*15 

1891  ...  ...  19-9 

1893  •••  •••  1 9'9 

The  excessive  mortality  has  been  brought  about  bv  the 
incidence  of  two  severe  epidemics  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  viz  : — Measles,  of  a  virulent  type,  in, the  early  months 
of  the  year,  and  Infantile  Diarrhoea  in  the  months  of 
August  and  September. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Special  Report  dealing  with 
the  epidemic  of  Measles,  which  I  prepared  in  compliance 
with  a  request  from  the  Local  Government  Board  :  — 

“  Gentlemen, 

“In  compliance  with  a  request  from  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  for  a  report  upon  the  epidemic  of  Measles, 
which  prevailed  in  the  town  during  the  months  of  March, 
April,  May  and  June  of  the  current  year,  I  beg  to  state 
that  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  epidemic  form  in  the 
surrounding  villages  for  some  time  previous  to  its 
appearance  in  Tunstall. 

“  The  epidemic  appeared  first  in  Silverdale  in  October, 
1 897,  Wolstanton  and  Burslem  were  then  visited,  and 
what  is  somewhat  remarkable,  Goldenhill  and  Newchapel 
experienced  a  severe  visitation  before  the  disease  ap¬ 
peared  in  epidemic  form  in  Tunstall. 

“  On  leaving  Tunstall  the  epidemic  travelled  in  an 
easterly  direction,  taking  the  villages  of  Pitt  shill,  Chell, 
Fegg  Hayes,  and  Black  Bull  in  its  course. 
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“  On  becoming  aware  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease 
in  the  surrounding  villages,  I  notified  the  authorities  of 
the  various  schools  in  the  town,  and  requested  them  to 
prohibit  the  attendance  at  school  of  all  children  from 
infected  houses. 

“  This  was  carried  out  for  a  few  weeks,  but  finding  the 
disease  still  spreading  very  extensively,  I  advised  closing 
of  the  schools  for  one  month. 

“The  Infant  departments  of  the  schools  were  then 
closed  for  a  further  period  of  two  weeks. 

“  1  he  disease  as  it  appeared  in  Tunstall  was,  in 
numerous  cases,  of  a  virulent  type,  the  rash  frequently 
assuming  a  deep  purple  colour,  while  in  nearly  every 
case  it  was  complicated  with  severe  chest  affections. 

“54  deaths  were  registered  from  the  beginning  of  the 
epidemic,  and  in  only  5  cases  was  death  ascribed  solely 
to  Measles. 

“  Broncho-Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  were  the  compli¬ 
cations  recorded  as  the  secondary  causes  of  death  in  38 
of  the  cases. 

“The  other  complications  were: — 

Convulsions  in  5  cases  ; 

Noma  in  1  case  ; 

Diarrhoea  Laryngitis  and  disease  of  the  Cervical 
Glands  each  in  1  case,  and  Meningitis  in  2  cases. 

“  The  disease  prevailed  chiefly  among  very  young 
children,  and  I  find  the  mean  age  at  death  was  20 
months. 

“  The  spreading  of  the  disease  to  some  extent  may  be 
explained  by  the  constant  intercourse  between  the 
villages  where  the  disease  made  its  appearance,  but  the 
extensive  form  it  assumed  can  only  be  attributed  to 
aerial  distribution. 

“In  my  opinion,  the  heavy  mortality  experienced  in 
Tunstall  can  be  explained  by  the  following  causes: — 

The  tender  age  of  the  children  attacked  ; 

The  virulence  of  the  disease ; 

The  severe  complications ; 

Defective  system  of  nursing. 
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“With  regard  to  the  latter,  I  beg  to  quote  from  my 
report  presented  to  the  Council  for  the  month  of  May: — 

“  I  feel  convinced  that  this  mortality  might  be 
considerably  lessened  if  a  little  more  care  and 
thoughtfulness  were  exercised  in  the  nursing  of 
the  children. 

“  Many  of  the  children  when  seized  with  Measles 
and  Chest  Affections,  instead  of  being  tended  in 
a  comfortable  bedroom,  receive  only  scant  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  living  room  of  the  family,  and  amid 
surroundings  which  are  often  quite  the  reverse  of 
sanitary.” 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

is  again,  I  regret  to  say,  a  very  disheartening  factor,  and 
accounts  for  more  than  one  half  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
163  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  one  year,  and  117 
at  ages  between  one  and  five  years.  The  infant  mortality 
under  one  year  is  in  the  proportion  232^5  per  1000  births, 
being  only  1*5  per  1000  less  than  that  recorded  for  the 
preceding  year. 

The  epidemics,  above  referred  to,  were  particularly  fatal 
to  young  children,  and  account,  to  some  extent,  for  the 
high  infantile  mortality.  Other  contributory  causes  were 
premature  births  in  9  cases  and  congenital  debility,  or 
other  ill-defined  cause  in  49  cases. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

have  caused  49  deaths.  Of  these,  2  3  have  been  attributed 
to  Convulsions  in  young  children,  and  in  many  cases  are 
the  result  of  improper  feeding,  careless  nursing  or  teething. 

DISEASES  OE  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS 

have  caused  99  deaths,  chiefly  at  the  extreme  ages  of  life, 
and  during  the  time  of  year  when  seasonal  influences  are 
mostly  felt. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES 

have  caused  43  deaths.  Of  these,  32  have  been  caused  by 
Phthisis  and  other  forms  of  Tubercular  disease.  Much 
attention  is  being  given  at  present  to  the  prevention  of 
Tuberculosis,  and  since  it  has  been  proved  that  milk  sup- 
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plied  from  tuberculous  cows  may  be  a  means  of  dissemi¬ 
nating  the  disease,  as  also  the  consumption  of  meat  from 
infected  animals,  it  is  desirable  that  greater  powers  be 
given  to  Sanitary  Authorities  for  the  inspection  and  control 
of  milk  and  meat  supplied  within  their  boundaries.  Among 
other  measures  advocated  are  the  Compulsory  Notification 
of  Phthisis  and  other  tuberculous  diseases,  the  cleansing 
and  disinfection  of  all  premises  where  tubercular  patients 
have  resided,  the  prevention  of  overcrowding  in  tenement 
houses  and  cottages,  and  an  increase  in  the  minimum 
cubic  space  at  present  allowed  under  the  bye-laws. 

34  deaths  have  been  registered  under  Ill-defined  Causes, 
such  as  Marasmus,  Congenital  Debility,  Inanition,  and  as 
the  mortality  under  this  heading  is  entirely  among  young 
children,  it  indicates  a  want  of  stamina  in  many  of  the 
parents,  as  well  as  defects  in  the  nursing  and  surroundings 
of  the  children. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  mortality  from  these  diseases. 
106  deaths  have  been  registered  in  the  following  distribu¬ 
tion,  viz. — 69  Miasmatic,  34  Diarrhoeal,  and  3  Septic.  This 
number  gives  a  proportion  of  6’3  per  1 000,  as  compared  with 
46  deaths  and  a  rate  of  2*7  per  1000  for  the  previous  year. 
Measles  claimed  the  largest  number  of  victims.  The  deaths 
from  diarrhoea  were  almost  entirely  among  very  young 
children,  and  the  mortality  from  this  cause  would  be  con¬ 
siderably  diminished  by  better  attention  to  the  feeding  and 
nursing  of  the  children,  while  the  prevalence  of  the  disease 
itself  might  be  abated  by  the  entire  abolition  of  the  privy 
system,  and  the  large  accumulations  of  ashes  and  house 
refuse  still  to  be  seen  in  the  yards  of  many  of  the  houses. 

VACCINATION. 

275  children  have  been  successfully  vaccinated  during 
the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  an  entire 
absence  of  any  cases  of  Small  Pox  during  the  year. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL  &  ASHES. 

On  the  whole,  the  contractor  has  performed  his  duties 
with  regard  to  the  above  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner. 
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Water  Closets  to  the  number  of  65  have  been  substituted 
for  the  old  cesspits. 


BACK  ENTRIES. 

I  regret  to  find  that  the  back  entry  between  Sun  Street 
and  Bond  Street  has  not  been  paved  at  the  same  time  as 
the  adjoining  entry  between  Parsonage  Street  and  Sun 
Street.  I  can  assure  you  that  this  work  is  urgently  required. 
I  am  pleased  to  find  the  defective  conditions  in  the  matter 
of  pipes  leading  from  the  back  kitchen  slopstones,  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  last  report,  have  been  entirely  removed. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  New  Works  are  on  the  point  of  being  started  upon, 
and  we  hope  to  see  them  finished  in  a  reasonable  time. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
The  following  table  shews  the  cases  of  Infectious 


sickness  notified  during  the  year  : — 

Scarlatina...  ...  ...  72 

Diptheria  ...  ...  ..  9 

Membranous  Croup  ...  ...  4 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  21 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas...  ...  ...  9 


15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1  case  of  Diptheria,  and  3  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  PARTINGTON. 


Deaths  Registered  from  all  Causes  during  the  Year  1898. 
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SUMMARY. 


No.  of 
Deaths 
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III. 

IV. 
V. 

VI. 


-Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases 

2.  Diarrhoeal 

3.  Malarial 

4.  Zoogenous 

5.  Venereal 

6.  Septic 

-Parasitic  Diseases 
-Dietic  Diseases. 

-Constitutional  Diseases 
-Developmental  Diseases 
-Local  Diseases. 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

7.  Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain  Use 

8.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System 

9.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

(a).  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 
( />).  Diseases  of  Parturition 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 
VII.— Violence. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence 

2.  Homicide 

3.  Suicide 

4.  Execution 

VIII. — Ill-Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


Done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during  the 
year  1898  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Tunstall. 
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made. 


Foul  Conditions 
Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding  ... 

Unfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging-houses  (Inspected  by  Police) 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  ...  about 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies  repaired 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  removed 
Water  Closets,  new  &  connected  from  Privies 
Defective  Traps  and  Drains  opened 
New  Drains 

Other  Faults,  new  Duokett’s  Closets 
Water  Supply  .. 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed... 

Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances,  Water  Pipes  disconnected  &c. 
Water  Closets  opened,  cleaned,  &c. 
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Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food,  1  seizure,  no  proceedings 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Found  Adulterated 

, ,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


(fish) 


Formal 

N  uis- 

Notices 

ances 

by 

Abated 

Author- 

after 

ity. 

Notice. 

30 

412 

put  in 

order 

53 

3 

65 

54 

109 

32 

3 

58 

35 

30 

412 

Nos. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  .  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 
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Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  and  freely  used  in  any  cases  under  this  heading. 


(Signed),  SAME.  MOSS,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Date,  17th  Jan.,  1899. 


